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Standard Precautions 
Standard Precautions are the minimum infection prevention practices that apply to all patient care, regardless of suspected or confirmed 
infection status of the patient, in any setting where health care is delivered.13 These practices are designed to both protect DHCP and prevent 
DHCP from spreading infections among patients. Standard Precautions include  

1. Hand hygiene. 
2. Use of personal protective equipment (e.g., gloves, masks, eyewear). 
3. Respiratory hygiene/cough etiquette. 
4. Sharps safety (engineering and work practice controls). 
5. Safe injection practices (i.e., aseptic technique for parenteral medications). 
6. Sterile instruments and devices. 
7. Clean and disinfected environmental surfaces. 

Sustainable business practices 
The degree to which a process or enterprise can be maintained or continued while avoiding the long-term depletion of natural resources.14 

 

13 Center for Disease Control and Prevention. Retrieved on January 6, 2019, at https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/infectioncontrol/summary-infection-
prevention-practices/standard-precautions.html 
14 World Dental Federation. Sustainability in Dentistry. Retrieved on December 12, 2018, at https://www.fdiworlddental.org/resources/policy-statements-and-
resolutions/sustainability-in-dentistry 
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